GENERAL COMMENTS
This is an interesting and clinically relevant protocol. It will be a state-of-art systematic review and all the potential shortcomings have been addressed appropriately. Nevertheless a few aspects need clarification.
Comments -The task-shifting is mentioned in general terms and not specific, I wonder if the authors could give some specific examples of "the effective use of lay health workers"and /or "models of care" (mentioned on page 6) -I would not restrict the search to English language, but also French (perhaps also German?), as in many African countries French is spoken -A likely outcome is task sharing is a valuable option to decrease (ultimately) RHD, but how will this be implemented? I would welcome the thoughts of the authors in the Discussion section.
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GENERAL COMMENTS
Thank-you for the opportunity to review your systematic review protocol. The proposed review will provide much needed information on improving the prevention, diagnosis and management of rheumatic heart disease. The following are minor suggested amendments.
Page 3 Line 35-42: We will search relevant electronic databases and grey literature using medical subject headings (MeSH), with standardised data extraction forms will be used to collect effect sizes that will be pooled in random-effects models.
Line 42: We will also conduct sub-group… (font size) Page 5 Line 12: It is a chronic heart valve disease that results from untreated streptococcal pharyngitis (and possibly skin) infections that lead to acute rheumatic fever (ARF) and RHD. Line 54: Upon failure to get a response from the corresponding author, other authors will be… Page 11 Line 3:…contacted while the corresponding author will be copied into the e-mail communication.
Page 12 Line 30: …with implications on how confident we can rely on the results….
VERSION 1 -AUTHOR RESPONSE
Reviewer: 1 Comment: Source of funding This is a well design designed protocol for a systematic review. The authors should however indicate source of funding for the study. Thanks for the complement Response: Thank you. The source of funding is declared in page 12.
Reviewer: 2 Comment: Overall This is an interesting and clinically relevant protocol. It will be a state-of-art systematic review and all the potential shortcomings have been addressed appropriately. Nevertheless, a few aspects need clarification. Thanks for the complement Intervention The task-shifting is mentioned in general terms and not specific, I wonder if the authors could give some specific examples of "the effective use of lay health workers"and /or "models of care" (mentioned on page 6)
Response: This is addressed on page 5 where references are made (12, 13) to successful models of care in HIV and chronic disease management. In addition, We have added an example to HIV task shifting to read;
Examples of HIV task shifting include provision of ARVs by nurses and midwives and HIV testing and counselling by Lay Health Workers (LHWs). Also on page 5.
Comment: Search strategy I would not restrict the search to English language, but also French (perhaps also German?), as in many African countries French is spoken
Response: We would like to push back on the suggestion to include French-language articles. We do not have the capacity within the department.
Comment: A likely outcome is task sharing is a valuable option to decrease (ultimately) RHD, but how will this be implemented? I would welcome the thoughts of the authors in the Discussion section.
Response: We have added a sentence in discussion "We hope that lessons for successful implementation in different contexts will also be identified."
Reviewer: 3
Comment: Overall Thank-you for the opportunity to review your systematic review protocol. The proposed review will provide much needed information on improving the prevention, diagnosis and management of rheumatic heart disease. The following attachment includes minor suggested amendments. Thanks for the complement Page 3 Line 35-42: We will search relevant electronic databases and grey literature using medical subject headings (MeSH), with standardised data extraction forms used to collect effect sizes that will be pooled in random-effects models.
Response: Thank you. A full stop is inserted. Revised to read as follows:
We will search relevant electronic databases and grey literature using medical subject headings (MeSH). Standardised data extraction forms will be used….
Page 3 Line 42: We will also conduct sub-group… (font size)
Response: Thank you. The font size is revised to match the rest of the document
